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The new Secretary General, married and father of three daughters (6 and 3 years), lives in Switzerland since 1987. He started his sporting goods career in the sports retail during his studies and moved then to Switzerland to become a professional badminton player and coach in Lausanne. As badminton is not the easiest sport to make a sustainable living, it was in 1991 that the IOC opened an opportunity to be an active sportsman and to work at the Multi Media Department. His international sports career ended in 1996 after the World Championships in Lausanne. As a player, he won European, Dutch and 26 Swiss titles.
Robbert de Kock has an education in economics (MMO/HEAO) and marketing (NIMA A/B) in Rotterdam with various complementary studies such as project management (1996) and higher management (2001). In the last 12 years, he worked for the Berne based IIC Intersport International Corporation in various functions. As Product Manager, he was responsible for sourcing, product development, brand building, marketing and sales. In the last six years, he has been active as Director License & Global Business Development and therefore also responsible for the full process in the expansion of the Intersport group in Europe, Middle East and Asia. His father owned a sport shop and was President of the Dutch Badminton Federation for several years. Robbert de Kock speaks eight languages fluently. Today he still enjoys sport and is, wherever possible, active in tennis, badminton, volleyball, golf, football, and sailing or skiing. 
Robbert de Kock is the third Secretary General of the World Federation and he brings more than 20 years of industry experience in the broadest sense. His professional experience goes from wholesale to retail with high knowledge on the manufacturer processes.
”With Robbert de Kock WFSGI has found a new Secretary General who will continue the very successful work of his predecessor André Gorgemans. He also will improve and underline the leading position of WFSGI as the United Nations of Sports in dialogue with the IOC and the leading international sports federations and NOC’s”, comments the President of the World Federation John Larsen, New Balance/USA, following the election of the new Secretary General.
President John Larsen will present his new programme and his agenda for the further successful development of the international sports industry at the General Assembly of the WFSGI, held at the world leading sports trade fair, the ispo Winter 2008 in Munich/Germany.
WFSGI – World Federation of the Sporting Goods Industry:
WFSGI, founded in 1978, is the leading body for the sports industry in the world. Within the federation cooperate the national federations of the sporting goods industry in the geographical zones Europe, Pan America and Asia Oceania and leading sports industry and retail companies. Each zone elects six board members for a three-year term. The President’s office rotates every three year among the three zones and three Vice Presidents (one for each zone) are also elected. Several Committees share duties to achieve the goals of the Federation, which are the promotion of sports activities and development of the sporting goods industry in the world. The WFSGI headquarters is located in Lausanne/Switzerland.
WFSGI is a non-profit organization and does not pursue any objective of economic character for its own gains. WFSGI is the official non-governmental association recognized by the International Olympic Committee as the industry representative within the IOC family. WFSGI activities range from promoting free and fair trade to contributing to increased sport participation in the world. WFSGI provides the platform for the harmonization of standards, provides intergovernmental cooperation with regards to the International Organizations interested or affected by sports, expand the cooperation on the protection of intellectual property rights, improve human rights issues related to working conditions in the world. 
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Robbert de Kock (42) new WFSGI Secretary General 


Lausanne – Robbert de Kock (42) from Murten/Switzerland has been appointed new Secretary General of WFSGI (World Federation of Sporting Goods Industry). He will start his new job on September 15th, 2007 as successor of acting Secretary General André Gorgemans (67) who will retire after 17 years of very successful work for the international body of the world sports industry.











